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Honorable John Ashcroft
Anorney General
Department ofJustice
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20530

Honorable Michael Powell
Chainnan
Federal Commwlications Commission
445 12' Street S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

RECEIVED
JAN 17 2002
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Dear Attorney General Ashcroft and Chainnan Powell:

As Members of Congress who represent rural areas, we are writing today regarding the impact of
the proposed merger ofEchoStar (the DISH Network) and Hughes Electronics (OirecTV) on
rural consumers.

Currently, EchoStar and Hughes are the only two providers ofDirect Broadcast Satellite services
(both video and high-speed Internet) in the U.S. market. As you are well aware, many consumers
in rural America have no access to cable and rely on satellite television for their multi-channel
video programming. The rural consumers that presently have a choice between two fiercely
competitive satellite providers will be subjected to an unchecked monopoly provider if the
merger is approved without appropriate consumer protections.

Accordingly, we believe that strictly enforced consumer safeguards regarding price, quality and
access to vital telecommwlication services must be part of any merger approval between
Echostar and Hughes. Rural consumers have been left behind in the wake of the
commwlications revolution with respect to access and pricing oftelecommwlications services for
too long. We urge the Department ofJustice and Federal Commwlications Commission to
rigorously scrutinize this proposed merger to ensure that rural consumers do not suffer the
consequences ofhigher prices, fewer choices and reduced services. Meaningful and enforceable
concessions, are needed, not empty ple.dges that provide no protection or value.

Thank you for your consideration ofour views.

Sincerely,

o ANN EMERSON
Member ofCongress

th.
EVA CLAYTON
Member of Congress
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SIGNERS OF RURAL CAUCUS LEITER

1. Jo Ann Emerson (R-MO)
2. Eva Clayton (D-NC)
3. Ed Whitfield (R-KY)
4. Mike McIntyre (D-NC)
5. Scott McInnis (R-CO)
6. Brad Carson (D-OK)
7. Walter Jones (R-NC)
8. Karen Thunnan (D-FL)
9. John Peterson (R-PA)
10. Gil Gutknecht (R-MN)
11. George Nethercutt (R-WA)
12. Jerry Moran (R-KS)
13. Joe Skeen (R-NM)
14. Bart Stupak (D-MI)
15. Wally Herger (R-CA)
16. John Boozman (R-AR)
17. Sam Farr (D-CA)
18. Ken Lucas (D-KY)
19. Ray LaHood (R-IL)
20. Harold Ford, Jr. (D-TN)
21. Ed Pastor (0-AZ)
22. Ron Lewis (R-KY)
23. Tim Holden (D-PA)
24. Maurice Hinchey (D-NY)
25. J.D. Hayworth (R-AZ)
26. Peter Visclosky (D-IN)
27. Sonny Callahan (R-AL)
28. Bud Cramer (D-AL)
29. Ike Skelton (D-MO)
30. Jim Leach (R-IA)
31. Doug Bereuter (R-NE)
32. Collin Peterson (D-MN)
33. Peter DeFazio (D-OR)
34. Sherwood Boehlert (R-NY)
35. John McHugh (R-NY)
36. lim Oberstar (D-MN)
37. Mark Kennedy (R-MN)
38. Tom Allen (D-ME)
39. Sam Graves (R-MO)
40. Marion Berry (D-AR)
41. Wes Walkins (R-OK)
42. Greg Ganske (R-IA)
43. Robert Aderholt (R-AL)
44. Tammy Baldwin (D-WI)
45. Leonard Boswell (D-IA)



46. John Thune (R-SD)
47. Tom Osborne (R-NE)
48. Jim Matheson (D-UT)
49. Charlie Stenholrn (D-TX)
50. Bill Jenkins (R-TN)
51. John Baldacci (D-ME)
52. Earl HilIiard(D-AL)
53. Robin Hayes (R-NC)
54. Mike Thompson (D-CA)
55. Bob Etheridge (D-NC)
56. Earl Pomeroy (D-NO)
57. John Shimkus (R-IL)
58. Mike Ross (D-AR)
59. Dennis Rehberg (R-MT)
60. Kenny Hulshof(R-MO)
61. Spencer Bacchus (R-AL)
62. Frank Lucas (R-OK)
63. Tom Udall (D-NM)
64. Jerry Costello (D-IL)
65. Teny Everett (R-AL)
66. Virgil Goode, Jr. (I-VA)
67. Lindsay Graham (R-SC)
68. Jim Tumer(D-TX)
69. Betty McCollum (D-MN)
70. Bob Riley (R-AL)
71. Geroge Radanovich (R-eA)
72. David Phelps (D-IL)
73. Bennie Thompson (D-MS)
74. Bob Schaffer (R-CO)
75. Mark Green (R-Wn
76. Duncan Hunter (R-CA)
77. Eni F.H. Faleomavaega (D-American Samoa)
78. John Spratt (D-SC)
79. David Obey (D-WI)
80. Joe Baca (D-CA)
81. Ed Towns (D-NY)
82. Darlene Hooley (D-OR)
83. Bob Ney (R-OH)
84. John Olver (D-MA)
85. Bill Shuster (R-PA)
86. Bob Filner (D-CA)
87. Greg Walden (R-OR)
88. Allen Boyd (D-FL)


